Minutes
Wintergarden Groundwater Conservation District
Public Hearing on Proposed Desired Future Conditions and Relevant Aquifer Designations
and Board of Directors Meeting
July 14, 2021

The Board of Directors of the Wintergarden Groundwater Conservation District (the District) held their
regular meeting and a public hearing on the Proposed Desired Future Conditions and Relevant Aquifer
Designations for the Groundwater Management Area 13 (GMA 13) on Wednesday, July 14, 2021, at
12:00 p.m. at the District office, 2881 Hwy. 277 West, Carrizo Springs, TX.

1. Secretary Chris Meyer called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

2. Introduction of Visitors: Directors present were Secretary Meyer, Treasurer Mario Escobar,
Director Jack Rutledge, and Director Martin Krueger. President Bill Martin was not present at
the start of the meeting, but joined the meeting at 1:08 p.m. Vice-President J. R. Ramirez was
not in attendance. Staff present were General Manager Debbie Farmer and Field Technician
Paula Van Cleve. In attendance were Peter Gregg, legal counsel for the District;, and Dr. Ron
Green, Technical Consultant for the District; Vic Hildebran, General Manager of the Uvalde
County Underground Water Conservation District as well as committee member of the GMA 13;
Diana Nichols, representing Kelly Hart Law Firm.

Secretary Meyer recessed to public hearing at 12:03 p.m.

a. Secretary Meyer called the public hearing to order at 12:04 p.m.
b. Public Comments: There were no oral public comments.

GM Farmer noted to the Board that prior to this hearing, a written comment had been
received from David Earle who is an Attorney/Stakeholder for his Webb County clients that are
planning to develop property in Webb County for the purpose of providing a secondary source
of water to the City of Laredo as well as development of property north of Laredo. Their
submitted written comment is to request the GMA 13 to increase the proposed secondary
desired future condition of the Carrizo-Wilcox, Queen City, and Sparta aquifers from 49 feet
drawdown to 67 feet drawdown for all of the GMA 13 from the end of 2012 conditions
through the year 2080 which is an inclusion of additional pumping (45,000 acre/feet of water)
from the Sparta and Carrizo aquifers within Webb County.

Vic Hildebran commented on the request by stating that when the Mr. Earle presented their
request to the GMA 13 committee, no test wells had been drilled and they would not know
any information until January 2022 until after the wells were developed. Their request using
their modeled numbers was made on projections, and it does not seem appropriate for the
GMA 13 to change any proposed DFCs on projections, to take their ideas and make them
reality. The DFCs can be changed at any time in a regular meeting of the GMA committee with
a majority vote. Further comments were offered that Webb County is a part of the GMA 13
with no voting privileges since they do not have a groundwater district.

There being no public comment, Secretary Meyer adjourned the public hearing at 12:13 p.m.

The regular board meeting reconvened at 12:14 p.m.




3. Secretary Meyer called for any public comment on agenda items 4 — 9 or Other Business. Dr.
Green stated that he had some announcements on work being performed for the District, and
Secretary Meyer asked that the announcements be made in Other Business.

4. The minutes of the June 9, 2021, meeting were presented. Treasurer Escobar made a motion to
approve the minutes as presented. Director Rutledge seconded the motion and the motion
passed unanimously.

5. The Bills for Payment and Financial Statements on all accounts for the month of June 2021 were
presented. Director Rutledge made a motion to approve the bills for payment and financial
statements as presented. Treasurer Escobar seconded the motion and the motion passed
unanimously.

6. GM Farmer presented her Manager’s Report for the month of June 2021.

7. Treasurer Escobar made a motion to move agenda item 7 regarding the discussion from public
comments on the DFCs to the end of the meeting after agenda Item 10. Director Kruger
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

8. There were no brush control applications presented for approval.

9. Director Rutledge made a motion to adopt by resolution the nomination of Debbie Farmer to fill
a vacancy in the interest area of Water Districts on the South Central Texas Regional Water
Planning Group. Director Kruger seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

10. Other Business: Dr. Green reported to the Board his progress with the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to update the District’s Class V Injection Well Permit on the
Westwind Ranch Recharge Project. At this time, he must submit an update to TCEQ. TCEQ will
then let him know if there is additional information needed.

Dr. Green also reported on his progress on the Water Quality Assessment project being
conducted. He described to the Board areas where Hot Spots with high TDS are being noted
within the District and his preliminary evaluation of those Hot Spots.

President Martin joined the meeting at 1:08 p.m.

GM Farmer stated that the District received written notice from the La Salle County Appraisal
District that the District is entitled to 15 votes for the appraisal district’s Board of Directors. If
the District intends to participate by nominating a candidate by resolution, the District must
submit the District’s nomination by approved resolution by July 25%. The Board agreed to have
a special meeting on Wednesday, July 21%, at 12:00 noon to consider the resolution.

7. Agenda Item 7: The Board discussed a request to amend the proposed desired future conditions,
including how that request, to change to a greater drawdown from 49’ to 67’, would affect the
groundwater in the District. The considerations discussed included:

e The water wells closest to the proposed development would be affected the greatest;

e The requested change would affect all of the GMA 13 counties, with the greatest impact
being Dimmit, La Salle, and McMullen Counties;

e The District’s purpose is to conserve and protect the water for the citizens of the District;

e The projections in the model supporting the proposed amendment are based on a computer
model, not reality; this is what the requesting party thinks will happen. The test wells have
not been drilled. Accordingly, the GMA does not know the impact of the proposed project
precipitating amendment because the data presented was based on projections.

e The District does not have any jurisdiction over Webb County’s groundwater development;
and the primary impact of this decision appears to relates to funding for the development’s
water infrastructure; and




e Based on the one written comment received (the amendment request), the Board instructed

GM Farmer to report back to the GMA that no suggested revisions to the desired future
conditions be recommended.

The public hearing for proposed Management Plan was rescheduled for Wednesday, August 18™
at 12:00 noon at the District Office.

11. Director Rutledge made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Treasure Escobar seconded the
motion. Secretary Meyer adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m.
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